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1.9 MERCURY BAY
1.9.1 Mooring zones

Includes all waters within the following mooring 
zones:

• Whitianga Harbour

• Flaxmill/Maramaratotara Bay and as shown on 
Map 9.

Also includes all waters within the following 
mooring zones:

• Matapaua Bay

• Great Mercury Island.

Within these zones: 

a) the use of any vessel for towing is prohibited; 
and  

b) in accordance with subclause 2.4.1(g), no 
vessel shall exceed a speed of 5 knots.

1.9.2 Towing access lane

Includes all waters within an area bounded on the 
sides by parallel lines and as demarcated on shore 
by poles with black and orange horizontal bands 

and extending away from the shore for 200 metres, 
in the following locations:

• Hahei Beach

• Cooks Beach

• Ohuka Reserve 

• Wharekaho Beach

and as shown on Map 9.

Within these zones:

a) no person shall swim, dive or play (this 
excludes any associated activity linked directly 
to towing activities);

b) no person shall commence water skiing or the 
towing of any similar object, or disembark 
from water skis or similar objects onto the 
shore, other than in the towing access lane 
identified in this subclause;

c) clauses 3.3 and 3.4 of this bylaw apply; and

d) the speed provisions in clause 2.4 apply and in 
accordance with subclause  2.4.5(a) any vessel 
may exceed 5 knots within 200 metres of shore 
or within 200 metres of any structure.

1.9.3 Towing zone

Includes all waters within an area approximately 
550 metres by 2.8 kilometres starting at a distance 
50 metres upstream of the southern end of the 
mooring zone (WGS84 coordinates 36 51 09.103 S 
175 41 32.397 E; 36 51 14.257 S 175 41 46.869 E; 36 
51 44.259 S 175 41 .32.904 E; 36 51 42.191 S 175 41 
15.349 E) as shown on Map 9. 

Within this zone:

a) any person engaged in towing shall at all 
times proceed in an anticlockwise direction 
and along the side of the zone that lies on the 
starboard side of the towing vessel;

b) any other person or vessel using this zone 
shall not obstruct or impede any towing, and if 
transiting the zone shall give way to any towing 
activities; and

c) the speed provisions in clause 2.4 apply.

1.9.4 Whitianga waterways 3 knot zone

Includes all waters inland from a line crossing the 
canal entrance to the harbour, as shown on Map 
10.

Within this zone any vessel shall not exceed 3 
knots. 

1.9.5  Swimming zone

Includes all waters within an area:

• west of the boat ramp at Ohuka Beach 
(Brophy’s Beach) bounded on the sides by 
parallel lines extending from the shore by 
poles with black and white horizontal bands 
and extending away from the shore to a 
point marked by buoys with black and white 
horizontal bands.

Within this zone all power-driven vessels are 
prohibited.
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1.10  TAIRUA HARBOUR 
1.10.1 Mooring zones

Includes all waters within the following mooring 
zones:

• Tairua

• Paku

and as shown on Map 10.

Within these zones: 

a) the use of any vessel for towing is prohibited; 
and 

b) in accordance with subclause 2.4.1(g), no 
vessel shall exceed a speed of 5 knots.

1.10.2 Towing access lane

Includes all waters within an area bounded on the 
sides by parallel lines and as demarcated on shore 
by poles with black and orange horizontal bands 
and on water by black and orange buoys and 
extending away from the shore for approximately 
200 metres, in the following locations:

• Tairua – Petley Parade

• Pauanui – Pleasant Point

and as shown on Map 10.

Within these lanes:

a) no person shall swim, dive or play (this 
excludes any associated activity linked directly 
to towing activities);

b) clauses 3.3 and  3.4 of this bylaw apply;

c) the speed provisions in clause 2.4 apply and, in 
accordance with subclause 2.4.5(a), any vessel 
may exceed 5 knots within 200 metres of shore 
or within 200 metres of any structure.

1.10.3 Prohibited power-driven vessels zone

Includes all waters upstream of the Pepe Stream 
Bridge, as shown on Map 10.

Within this zone: 

a) all power-driven vessels are prohibited, with 
the exception of any:

i. vessel used by a harbourmaster or an 
enforcement officer while undertaking 
duties to implement this bylaw;

ii. emergency response craft or police 
vessel; and

iii. vessel operated by the council to 
undertake inspections or maintenance of 
facilities.

b) all other users shall give way to swimmers in 
this zone; and

i. in accordance with subclause 2.4.1(g), 
any power-driven vessel that is used in 
accordance with subclause 1.10.3(a), 
above, shall not exceed a speed of 5 
knots.

1.10.4 Towing and personal water craft zones

Includes all waters:

i. within an area marked by the following 
WGS84 coordinates, 37 02 29.569 S 175 50 
03.600 E to 37 02 42.481 S 175 50 10.353 
E, and following the shore line, and as 
shown as area A on Map 10; and 

ii. from the confluence of Woody Stream 
downstream to a line opposite the 
confluence of Swampy Stream (WGS84 
coordinates 37 02 57.003 S 175 50 16.277 
E to 37 03 09.573 S 175 49 18.606 E) and 
shown as area B on Map 10; and

iii. within an area marked by the following 
WGS84 coordinates, 37 03 23.657 S 175 48 
56.583 E to 37 03 09.464 S 175 49 34.804 E, 
following the shoreline, and as shown as 
area C on Map 10. 

Within these zones:

a) any person engaged in towing shall at all 
times proceed in an anticlockwise direction 
and along the side of the shore that lies on the 
starboard side of the towing vessel;

b) any other person or vessel using this zone shall 
not obstruct or impede any towing activities, 
and if transiting the zone shall give way to any 
towing activities; and

c) the speed provisions in clause 2.4 apply and, 
in accordance with subclause 2.4.5(b)(ii), any 
vessel may exceed 5 knots within 200 metres 
of shore.

1.10.5 Transit zone

Includes all waters within the harbour entrance 
from a line crossing the harbour entrance 100 
metres east of Paku moorings and extending out to 
sea, and as shown on Map 10.

Within this zone:

a) all vessels shall proceed in as direct a route as 
possible; and 

b) the speed provisions in clause 2.4 apply and, 
in accordance with subclause 2.4.5(b)(ii), any 
vessel may exceed 5 knots within 200 metres 
of shore. 
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1.10.6 Boat ramp zone

Includes all waters within an area extending 25 
metres along the shore to the north of the Royal 
Billy Point boat ramp and extending out into the 
water for a distance of 50 metres, and as shown on 
Map 10

Within this zone:

a) it is prohibited to:

i. cause or permit any vessel to be 
anchored, moored or to be left 
unattended;

ii. swim, dive or play; or

iii. use any vessel for towing;

b) no person shall obstruct any other person 
while that person is using the boat ramp for 
the launching or retrieval of their vessel; and

c) in accordance with subclause 2.4.1(g), no 
vessel shall exceed a speed of 5 knots. 

1.10.7 Pauanui waterways 3 knot zone

Includes all waters inland from a line crossing the 
canal entrance to the harbour, as shown on Map 
10.

Within this zone any vessel shall not exceed 3 
knots. 
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MAP 10 – TAIRUA HARBOUR
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1.11 WHANGAMATĀ HARBOUR AND  
 OTAAHU ESTUARY
1.11.1 5 knot zone

Includes all waters within the Otaahu Estuary and 
as shown on Map 11

Within this zone, in accordance with subclause 
2.4.1(g), no vessel shall exceed a speed of 5 knots.

1.11.2 Mooring zone

Includes all waters within the Whangamatā 
Harbour mooring zone and as shown on Map 11.

Within this zone: 

a) the use of any vessel for towing is prohibited; 
and

b) in accordance with subclause 2.4.1(g), no 
vessel shall exceed a speed of 5 knots.

1.11.3 Towing access lane

Includes all waters within an area to the west of 
the boat ramp bounded on the sides by parallel 
lines and as demarcated on shore by poles with 
black and orange horizontal bands and extending 
away from the shore for approximately 500 metres, 
and as shown on Map 11.

Within this lane:

a) any vessel using the towing access lane shall 
give way to any vessels entering or departing 
the marina;

b) no person shall swim, dive or play (this 
excludes any associated activity linked directly 
to towing activities);

c) no person shall commence towing, or 
disembark from water skis or similar objects 
onto the shore, other than in the towing access 
lane identified in this subclause; 

d) clauses 3.3 and  3.4 of this bylaw apply; and

e) the speed provisions in clause 2.4 apply and, in 
accordance with subclause 2.4.5(a), any vessel 
may exceed 5 knots within 200 metres of shore.

1.11.4 Prohibited power-driven vessels zone

Includes all waters within upstream from the weir 
as marked by buoys (beside the marina entrance) 
and includes all waters in the Moanaanuanu 
Estuary.

Within this zone:

a) all power-driven vessels are prohibited, with 
the exception of:

i. any vessel used by a harbourmaster or 
an enforcement officer while undertaking 
duties to implement this bylaw;

ii. any emergency response craft or police 
vessel; and

iii. any vessel operated by the Council to 
undertake inspections or maintenance of 
facilities; and

b) in accordance with subclause 2.4.1(g), any 
power-driven vessel that is used in accordance 
with subclause 1.11.4(a), above, shall not 
exceed a speed of 5 knots.

1.11.5 Transit zone

Includes all waters within an area of approximately 
75 metres by 380 metres in the northern channel of 
the harbour entrance and as shown on Map 11.

Within the transit zone:

a) all vessels shall proceed in as direct a route as 
possible;

b) any surfboarder operating in this zone shall not 
impede or obstruct any other vessel entering 
or departing from the zone;

c) any power-driven vessel departing or entering 
the harbour entrance shall keep a proper 
lookout for any surfboarders; and

d) the speed provisions in clause 2.4 apply.

1.11.6 Surfing zone

Includes all waters within a triangular area, 
bounded on one side by the zone for transiting 
the bar at the entrance to the harbour, and on a 
second side by a line from Te Karaka Point to the 
end of Hunt Road and extending on the third side 
for approximately 1 kilometre along the shore, and 
as shown on Map 11. 

Within this zone:

a) any power-driven vessel using this area shall 
keep a proper look out for any surfboarders 
and shall not impede or obstruct any 
surfboarders using this zone; and 

b) in accordance with subclause 2.4.1(g), no 
power-driven vessel shall exceed a speed of 5 
knots.



46

W
AI

KA
TO

 R
EG

IO
N

AL
 C

O
U

N
CI

L

MAP 11 –  WHANGAMATĀ HARBOUR
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Waikato River 

1.12 PORT WAIKATO 
For the purpose of this Schedule, the whole of the 
Waikato River is defined as inland waters.

1.12.1 5 knot zones

Includes all the waters within 200 metres from 
shore on the eastern and western banks of the 
Waikato River and from a line crossing the river at 
the upstream side of the Port Waikato boat ramp 
and extending upstream to a line crossing the river 
at the southern tip of Motukakaho Island and as 
shown on Map 12.

Within these zones:

a) any person operating a power-driven vessel 
shall give way to any swimmer or other non-
power-driven vessels at all times; 

b) the use of any vessel for towing is prohibited; 
and 

c) in accordance with subclause 2.5.1(g), no 
vessel shall exceed a speed of 5 knots.

1.12.2 Transit zone

Includes the channel near the entrance to Port 
Waikato which is marked with a series of port and 
starboard lateral buoys. 

Within the transit zone:

a) all vessels shall proceed through this zone in as 
direct a route as possible;

b) it is prohibited to use any vessel for towing; 
and

c) the speed provisions in clause 2.5 apply and , 
in accordance with subclause 2.5.5(b)(ii), any 
vessel may exceed 5 knots within 30 metres of 
shore.
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MAP 12 – PORT WAIKATO
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1.13 HOODS TO MEREMERE 
1.13.1 5 knot zones

Includes all the waters:

• within the area from 500 metres upstream 
through to 500 metres downstream of the 
Tauranganui Marae and extends from bank to 
bank;

• within the area in front of the Les Batkin 
Reserve, from the swimming only zone 
downstream to 10 metres on the downstream 
side of the new boat ramp, and extending from 
shore for 30 metres;

and as shown on Map 13.

Within these zones:

a) any person operating a power-driven vessel 
shall give way to any swimmer or non power-
driven vessels at all times;

b) the use of any vessel for towing is prohibited; 

c) no person may swim, dive or play within 10 
metres of any boat ramp; and

d) in accordance with subclause 2.5.1(g), no 
vessel shall exceed a speed of 5 knots.

1.13.2 Swimming zone

Includes all waters: 

a) in front of the Les Batkin Reserve, on the 
true right bank of the river from 10 metres 
downstream from the new boat ramp and 
extending from the bank for 50 metres;

b) at Mercer within an area 50 metres north of the 
boat ramp on the true left of the Waikato River 
near the rowing club buildings through to the 
Mercer bridge and extending 50 metres from 
the bank; and

c) at Mercer within an area 50 metres north of 
the boat ramp on the true right bank of the 
Waikato River through to the Mercer bridge and 
extending 50 metres from the bank;

and as shown on Map 13.

Within these zones all vessels are prohibited.

1.13.3 Transit zone

Includes all waters in the area between the towing 
zone and the personal water craft zone, but 
excluding the swimming zone, as shown on Map 
13.

Within this zone:

a) all vessels shall proceed in as direct route as 
possible;

b) it is prohibited to:

i. use any vessel for towing; 

ii. use any personal water craft unless it is 
being used to transit through the zone; 
and

c) the speed provisions in clause 2.5 apply except 
during the duck hunting season when speed 
shall not exceed 15 knots, as specified in clause 
1.13.7. 

1.13.4 Towing zone

Includes all navigable waters from the northern 
edge of the Elbow Reserve upstream to the 
upstream (southern) tip of Namuheiriro Island as 
shown on Map 13. 

Within this zone:

a) any person engaged in towing shall at all 
times proceed in an anticlockwise direction 
and along the side of the river that lies on the 
starboard side of the towing vessel;

b) any other person or vessel using this zone shall 
not obstruct or impede any towing activities, 
and if transiting the zone shall give way to any 
towing activities; and

c) the speed provisions in clause 2.5 apply except 
during the duck hunting season when speed 
shall not exceed 15 knots, as specified in clause 
1.13.7. 

1.13.5 Personal water craft zone

Includes all waters in the area from Tuakau Bridge 
upstream to a line crossing the river near the 
Smeed Road Quarry as shown on Map 13.

Within this zone:

a) any person engaged in using a personal 
water craft shall at all times proceed in an 
anticlockwise direction and along the side of 
the river that lies on the starboard side of the 
vessel;

b) any other person or vessel using this zone shall 
not obstruct or impede any personal water 
craft activities, and if transiting the zone shall 
give way to any personal water craft activities;

c) all transiting vessels shall pass on the true left 
side of the channel (i.e. the bank closest to the 
Onewhero side of the channel); and 

d) the speed provisions in clause 2.5 apply except 
during the duck hunting season when speed 
shall not exceed 15 knots, as specified in clause 
1.13.7. 
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1.13.6 Rowing and waka ama zone

Includes all waters in the areas:

• from a line crossing the river near the Smeed 
Road Quarry upstream to a line crossing the 
river at the end of Mercer Ferry Road; and 

• from the Mercer bridge upstream to a line 
extending across the river at Waipapa Stream 
(near Gregory Road).

Within this zone:

a) any person engaged in rowing or waka ama 
activities shall at all times proceed in an 
anticlockwise direction and along the side of 
the river that lies on the starboard side of the 
vessel;

b) any other person or vessel using this zone shall 
not obstruct or impede any rowing or waka 
ama activities, and if transiting the zone shall 
give way to any rowing or waka ama activities; 
and 

c) the speed provisions in clause 2.5 apply except 
during the duck hunting season when speed 
shall not exceed 15 knots, as specified in clause 
1.13.7. 

1.13.7 Speed restriction during duck hunting season

The speed restriction includes all waters in the 
area from the downstream end of Motukakaho 
Island extending upstream to a line extending 
across the river at Waipapa Stream (near Gregory 
Road) but excludes all tributaries and streams 
entering the Waikato River.

Within the speed restriction zone during the period 
from two weeks prior to start date of the duck 
hunting season to two weeks following the end 
date of the season: 

a) the speed provisions in clause 2.5 apply and in 
any area of the waterway where a vessel may 
exceed 5 knots, the vessel’s speed shall not 
exceed 15 knots. 

(Note: For the purpose of this clause, the 
commencement date of the duck hunting season is 
declared by notice in the New Zealand Gazette for 
any one year and generally commences on the first 
Saturday in May.)

1.13.8 Towing access lane

Includes all waters from the northern boundary of 
the prohibited power-driven zone to the southern 
boundary of the Elbow Reserve, and extending 
from shore for 30 metres as shown on Map 13.

Within this towing access lane:

a) no person shall swim, dive or play (this 
excludes any associated activity linked directly 
to towing activities);

b) no person shall commence towing, or 
disembark from water skis or similar objects 
onto the shore, other than in the towing access 
lanes identified in this subclause;

c) clauses 3.3 and 3.4 of this bylaw apply; and

d) the speed provisions in clause 2.5 apply and, in 
accordance with subclause 2.5.5(a), any vessel 
may exceed 5 knots within 30 metres of shore 
or within 50 metres of any structure.  

1.13.9 Prohibited power-driven vessels zone:

Includes all waters from the northern boundary of 
the towing access lane to the northern boundary 
of the Elbow Reserve, and extending from shore for 
30 metres as shown on Map 13.

Within this zone:

a) all power-driven vessels are prohibited. 

1.13.10 Boat ramp zone

Includes all waters within an area extending 10 
metres along the shore from either side of the boat 
ramp structure and extending out into the water 
for a distance of 50 metres and includes all boat 
ramps between Hoods and Meremere.

Within these zones:

a) it is prohibited to:

i. cause or permit any vessel to be 
anchored, moored or to be left 
unattended;

ii. swim, dive, or play; or

iii. use any vessel for towing;

b) no person shall obstruct any other person 
while that person is using the boat ramp for 
the launching or retrieval of their vessel; and

c) in accordance with subclause 2.5.1(g), no 
vessel shall exceed a speed of 5 knots.
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1.14 RANGIRIRI TO HUNTLY 
1.14.1 5 knot zones

Includes all the waters within an area from:

• 500 metres upstream through to 500 metres 
downstream of the Horahora Marae;

• 500 metres upstream through to 500 metres 
downstream of the Te Ohaki Marae;

• 500 metres upstream through to 500 metres 
downstream of the Maurea Marae; and

• 500 metres upstream through to 500 metres 
downstream of the Waka Tauranga (near Waahi 
Pa).

Within these zones:

a) any person operating a power-driven vessel 
shall give way to any swimmer or non-power-
driven vessels at all times;

b) the use of any vessel for towing is prohibited; 
and 

c) in accordance with subclause 2.5.1(g), no 
vessel shall exceed a speed of 5 knots

1.15 NGĀRUAWĀHIA
1.15.1 5 knot zones

Includes all the waters within the area from:

• 500 metres upstream of the Turangawaewae 
Marae downstream to a line crossing the river 
at the end of Ngaere Street; and

• the confluence of the Waipā and Waikato rivers 
upstream on the Waipā River to the Maroheno 
Stream;

and as shown on map15.

Within these zones:

a) any person operating a power-driven vessel 
shall give way to any swimmer or non-power-
driven vessels at all times;

b) the use of any vessel for towing is prohibited; 
and

c) in accordance with subclause 2.5.1(g), no 
vessel shall exceed a speed of 5 knots.
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1.16 HAMILTON
1.16.1 5 knot zones

Includes all the waters within:

• a 200 metres radius of the Pukete boat ramp, 
as shown on Map 16;

• 100 metres downstream of Victoria Bridge 
to 200 metres upstream of Wellington Street 
Beach, as shown on Map 16;

• a 200 metres radius of the mid point of Days 
Park Beach at WGS84 coordinates 37 45 23.487 
S 175 15 57.361 E, as shown on Map 16;

• an area adjacent to Hamilton Gardens from 
WGS84 coordinates 37 48 26.234 S 175 18 
14.156 E; 37 48 22.336 S 175 18 27.651 E,  south 
350 metres to coordinates 37 48 25.082 S 175 
18 28.268 E; 37 48 27.841 S 175 18 14.942 E, as 
shown on Map 16; 

• a 200 metres radius of the Narrows boat 
ramp.

Within these zones:

a) any person operating a power-driven 
vessel shall give way to any swimmer or 
non-power-driven vessels at all times;

b) no person may swim, dive or play 
within 10 metres of any boat ramp

c) in accordance with subclause 2.5.1(g), 
no vessel shall exceed a speed of 5 
knots.

1.16.2 Prohibited towing and personal water craft zone

Includes all waters in the area from the Pukete 
footbridge upstream to the Cobham Drive bridge, 
as shown on Map 16.

Within this zone:

i. use of any vessel for towing is prohibited;

ii. use of personal water craft is prohibited; 
and 

iii. speed provisions in clause 2.5 apply.
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1.17 LAKE KARĀPIRO 
Safety warnings

a) Any operator using Lake Karāpiro must be 
aware that the lake levels and flows can 
change without notice and may vary by up to 
2.8 metres due to hydro operations. When lake 
levels are low, care must be taken at all times 
to keep a watch out when entering and exiting 
boat ramps and for semi-submerged hazards 
(especially trees and rocks). 

b) There are low level power-lines crossing 
the lake which may not provide sufficient 
clearance for yacht masts.

Zoning note

Zones apply to Lake Karāpiro in order to manage 
bookings for the various temporary events (in 
accordance with clause 5.6 of the bylaw).

1.17.1 Hydro dam safety zones

Includes all waters within: 

• the area approximately 200 metres upstream 
from the Karāpiro Dam structure; and 

• the area 200 metres downstream of the 
Arapuni hydro dam structure.

Within these zones:

a) all vessels are prohibited with the exception 
of any vessel authorised by the dam operators 
and that is used for maintenance purposes; or 
any vessel authorised by the Council;

b) all other water-based activities, including 
jumping, diving or swimming are prohibited; 
and

c) in accordance with subclause 2.5.1(g), any 
power-driven vessel that is used in accordance 
with subclause 1.17.1(a), above, shall not 
exceed a speed of 5 knots.

1.17.2 5 knot zones

Includes all waters: 

i. within zone 2;

ii. within an area from the southern edge of 
the swimming zone to the Lake Domain 
boat ramp zone and extending 50 metres 
out from the lake shore (in zone 4); 

iii. in zones 4 and 5 from an area in front 
of the Cambridge Yacht Club from the 
southern edge of the towing access lane 
in zone 4 and extending 50 metres out 
from the shore then following southwards 
in a straight line to the southern edge of 
the Hauoira Stream where it meets the 
shore line, and including all waters within 
Flynn Cove and Hauoira Stream; 

iv. in zone 8 from the mouth of the Piarere 
Stream upstream for 50 metres; and

v. in zone 12, from a line on the northern 
bank of the Pokaiwhenua Stream 
diagonally to the river bank spur at the 
northern edge of the Finlay Park Camp 
and extending southwards to the Arapuni 
hydro dam safety zone, and includes the 
waters within the Pokaiwhenua Stream.

Within these zones:

a) any person operating a power-driven vessel 
shall give way to any swimmer or non-power-
driven vessels at all times;

b) the use of any vessel for towing is prohibited; 
and

c) in accordance with subclause 2.5.1(g), no 
vessel shall exceed a speed of 5 knots

1.17.3 Swimming zones

Includes all waters within an area:

• in the northern bay of zone 3 

• approximately 50 metres by 165 metres, 
located in zone 9 at Horahora Domain to the 
north of the northern-most towing access lane.

• from 5 metres north of the boat ramp zone at 
Mighty River Domain (Karāpiro Domain) along 
the shore for 130 metres, and extending 30 
metres out from the lake shore (in zone 4).

Within these zones all vessels are prohibited. 

1.17.4 Boat ramp zones

Includes all waters within an area extending 10 
metres along the shore from either side of the boat 
ramp structure and extending out into the water 
for a distance of 50 metres, at the following boat 
ramps:

• Mighty River Domain (Karāpiro Domain)

• Karapiro Rowing Club 

• Keeley Reserve

• Moanaroa Reserve (Beck’s Nursery)

• Bob’s Landing

• Horahora Domain

and as shown on maps 17.1 and 17.2

Within these zones:

a) it is prohibited to: 

i. cause or permit any vessel to be 
anchored, moored or to be left 
unattended;

ii. swim, dive or play; or

iii. use any vessel for towing;  
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b) no person shall obstruct any other person 
while that person is using the boat ramp for 
the launching or retrieval of their vessel; and

c) in accordance with subclause 2.5.1(g), no 
vessel shall exceed a speed of 5 knots.

1.17.5 Towing access lanes

The towing access lanes are shown on maps 17.1, 
17.2 and 17.3 and include all waters within an area 
bounded on the sides by parallel lines extending 
from the shore from points demarcated on shore 
by poles with black and orange horizontal bands 
and extending away from the shore for 30 metres, 
in the following locations:

• Karāpiro Ski Club (zone 3);

• South of domain boat ramp (zone 4);

• two on the eastern bank (zone 5) 

• Brooklyn Ski Club (zone 6);

• Keeley Reserve (zone 7);

• Moanaroa Reserve (Beck’s Nursery) (zone 7);

• Bob’s Landing (zone 7);

• Horahora Domain (zone 9); and

• the southwestern edge of zone 10 (WGS84 
coordinates 37 59 01.149 S 175 39 08.735 E; 37 
59 03.019 S 175 39 10.687 E)

and as shown on maps 17.1,17.2, and 17.3. 

Within these zones:

a) no person shall swim, dive or play (this 
excludes any associated activity linked directly 
to towing or similar activities);

b) no person shall tow, or disembark from water 
skis or similar objects onto the shore, other 
than in the towing access lane identified in this 
subclause; and 

c) clauses 3.3 and 3.4 of this bylaw apply.

d) the speed provisions in clause 2.5 apply and, in 
accordance with subclause 2.5.5(a), any vessel 
may exceed 5 knots within 30 metres of shore 
or within 50 metres of any structure.

1.17.6 Temporary rowing course

Includes an area approximately 75 metres by 2000 
metres within zones 4-6 as shown in Map 17.1.

a) Within this temporary rowing course, course 
marker buoys or similar structures will be 
laid for temporary events, as authorised in 
accordance with clause 5.6. 

b)  When a temporary rowing course has been laid 
out, any skipper must comply with the speed 
provisions in clause 2.5., unless otherwise 
exempted in accordance with clause 5.6. 

1.17.7 Horahora Domain and Piarere towing zones

The Horahora Domain and Piarere towing zones 
are shown on Map 17.2 and include all waters 
within zone 9, particularly in the vicinity of the 
Horahora Domain and in the vicinity of the Piarere 
Water Ski Club.  

The speed provisions in clause 2.5 apply and, in 
accordance with clause 2.5.5(b)(ii), any vessel may 
exceed 5 knots within 30 metres of the shore. 

Within zone 9 any person engaged in water skiing 
or the towing of persons or similar objects must 
be aware of the potential for conflict between the 
following two towing circuits.

a) Circuit 1: If departing from the towing access 
lane at Horahora Domain, all vessels shall 
proceed in an anticlockwise direction and 
along the side of the lane that lies on the 
starboard or right-hand side of the towing 
vessel and which lies to the east of the two 
islands labelled A and B in Map 17.2.

b) Circuit 2: If departing from the Piarere towing 
zone, all vessels shall proceed in a clockwise 
direction and along the side of the lane that 
lies to the port or left-hand side of the towing 
vessel and whose southward path lies to the 
east of islands A and B and whose northward 
path lies to the west of islands A and B in Map 
17.2.

1.17.8 Slalom and jump courses

These courses include all waters in the following 
areas and where the sole purpose of the slalom 
course is for boating, water skiing and similar 
towing activities to navigate through or around 
relatively closely spaced buoys and the sole 
purpose of the jump course is to provide for 
water skiing and jumps.  The following areas are 
demarcated in the water by buoys:

• slalom course located in zone 1

• slalom course located in zone 6 to the south of 
the Brooklyn water ski club

• two slalom and jump courses located in zone 
9 adjacent to the Piarere ski club and at the 
southern end of zone 9 

• jump course located in zone 8. 

Within these courses:

a) no person may swim, dive or play within 50 
metres of any slalom or jump course;

b) no other vessel operating in these zones 
shall obstruct or impede any vessel or person 
engaged in towing activities related to the 
slalom or jump courses;
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c) any vessel using the slalom or jump course 
shall operate as follows:

i. entry to the slalom or jump course on the 
first pass of a turn shall always be from 
the end of the course designated by the 
respective club operating the course; 
initial entry from the opposite end is 
prohibited;

ii. any vessel using the slalom or jump 
course shall traverse the course centre 
line on reciprocal return pathways;

iii. at any one time, apart from the boat 
using the course, the only other boat 
permitted in the course is a safety 
support vessel; and

d) the speed provisions in clause 2.5 apply and, 
in accordance with subclause 2.5.5(b)(ii), any 
vessel may exceed 5 knots within 30 metres of 
shore or within 50 metres of any structure.

1.17.9 Prohibited power-driven vessel zones

Includes all waters within:

i. the Mangahanene Stream tributary 
(downstream of Keeley Reserve) and 
extends 30 metres outwards into the lake 
from the mouth of the tributary (zone 7);

ii. the Wairakau and Waione tributaries 
(zone 7); and

iii. the inlet arm of the lake diagonally 
opposite Horahora Domain (zone 9).

a) Within these zones, all power-driven vessels 
are prohibited, with the exception of:

i. any vessel used by a harbourmaster or 
an enforcement officer while undertaking 
duties to implement this bylaw;

ii. any emergency response craft or police 
vessel; and

iii. any vessel operated by the Council 
to undertake lake inspections or 
maintenance of facilities.

b) In accordance with subclause 2.5.1(g), any 
power-driven vessel that is used in accordance 
with subclause 1.17.9(a), above, shall not 
exceed a speed of 5 knots.

1.17.10 Prohibited personal water craft zone

Includes all waters within zones 1 and 2 and as 
shown on Map 17.1.

Within these zones the use of personal water craft 
is prohibited. 
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MAP 17.1 – LAKE KARĀPIRO
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MAP 17.2 – LAKE KARĀPIRO 
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 MAP 17.3 – LAKE KARĀPIRO
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1.18 LAKE ARAPUNI TO WAIPAPA HYDRO  
 DAM
Safety warning: Any operator using Lake Arapuni must be 
aware that the lake levels and flows can change without 
notice and may vary by up to 3.2 metres due to hydro 
operations. When lake levels are low, care must be taken 
at all times to keep a watch out when entering and exiting 
boat ramps and for semi-submerged hazards (especially 
trees and rocks), particularly in the upstream reaches of 
the lake.

1.18.1 Hydro dam safety zones

Includes all waters within the area:

• from approximately 500 metres upstream 
of the Arapuni hydro dam structure, as 
demarcated by the boom, and as shown on 
Map 18; and

• 200 metres downstream of the Waipapa hydro 
dam structure.

Within these zones: 

a) all vessels are prohibited with the exception 
of any vessel authorised by the dam operators 
and that is used for maintenance purposes; or 
any vessel authorised by the Council;

b) all other water-based activities, including 
jumping, diving or swimming, are prohibited; 
and

c) in accordance with subclause 2.5.1(g), any 
power-driven vessel that is used in accordance 
with subclause 1.18.1(a), above, shall not 
exceed a speed of 5 knots.

1.18.2 5 knot zone

Includes all the waters within an area from the 
southern edge of the Arapuni hydro dam safety 
zone continuing southwards to a line crossing the 
river at WGS84 coordinates 38 06 28.765 S 175 37 
49.091 E to 38 06 30.993 S 175 37 52.455 E as shown 
on Map 18.

Within this zone:

a) any person operating a power-driven vessel 
shall give way to any swimmer or non-power-
driven vessels at all times;

b) the use of any vessel for towing is prohibited;

c) in accordance with subclause 2.5.1(g), no 
vessel shall exceed a speed of 5 knots.

1.18.3 Boat ramp zones

Includes all waters within an area extending along 
the shore for 10 metres from either side of the boat 
ramp structure and extending out into the water 
for a distance of 50 metres, at the following boat 
ramps:

• Bulmer’s Landing 

• Jones’ Landing 

• Arapuni Landing

• Landing Road Reserve (Anglers Cottage) 

and as shown on Map 18.

Within these zones: 

a) it is prohibited to: 

i. cause or permit any vessel to be 
anchored, moored or to be left 
unattended;

ii. swim, dive or play;

iii. use any vessel for towing;

b) no person shall obstruct any other person 
while that person is using the boat ramp for 
the launching or retrieval of their vessel, and 

c) in accordance with subclause 2.5.1(g), no 
vessel shall exceed a speed of 5 knots.

1.18.4 Towing access lanes

Includes all waters within an area bounded on the 
sides by parallel lines extending from the shore 
from points demarcated on shore by poles with 
black and orange horizontal bands and extending 
away from the shore for 30 metres, in the following 
locations:

• Landing Road Reserve (Anglers Cottage)

• on the bank opposite Landing Road Reserve

• in front of the Waotu Ski Club 

• on the bank opposite from the Waotu Ski Club

and as shown on Map 18.

Within these towing access lanes:

a) no person shall swim, dive or play (this 
excludes any associated activity linked directly 
to towing activities);

b) no person shall commence towing, or 
disembark from water skis or similar objects 
onto the shore, other than in the towing access 
lanes identified in this subclause;

c) clauses 3.3 and 3.4 of this bylaw apply; and

d) the speed provisions in clause 2.5 apply and, in 
accordance with subclause 2.5.5(a), any vessel 
may exceed 5 knots within 30 metres of shore 
or within 50 metres of any structure.
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1.18.5 Prohibited towing zones

Includes all waters from: 

• 100 metres south of Landing Road reserve boat 
ramp extending continuously southwards to 
the Waipapa hydro dam safety zone.

Within these zones:

a) the use of any vessel for towing is prohibited;

b) any vessel operating through ‘The Sticks’ must 
follow the buoyed channel; and

c) the speed provisions in clause 2.5 apply.
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MAP 18 – LAKE ARAPUNI
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MAP 18.1 LAKE WAIPAPA HYDRO DAM
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1.19 LAKE MARAETAI
Safety warning: Any operator using this lake must be 
aware that Lake Maraetai’s levels and flows can change 
without notice and may vary by up to 4.5 metres due to 
hydro operations. When lake levels are low, care must 
be taken at all times to keep a watch out when entering 
and exiting boat ramps and for semi-submerged hazards 
(especially trees and rocks).

1.19.1 Hydro dam safety zones 

Includes all waters within: 

• the area from the Lake Maraetai hydro dam 
structure upstream approximately 200 metres, 
and as shown on Map 19; and

• the area 200 metres downstream of the 
Whakamaru hydro dam structure. 

Within these zones: 

a) all vessels are prohibited with the exception 
of any vessel authorised by the dam operators 
and that is being used for maintenance 
purposes; or any vessel authorised by the 
Council; 

b) all other water-based activities, including 
jumping, diving or swimming, are prohibited; 
and

c) in accordance with subclause 2.5.1(g), any 
power-driven vessel that is used in accordance 
with subclause 1.19.1(a), above, shall not 
exceed a speed of 5 knots.

1.19.2 5 knot zones

Includes all waters: 

• from the Lake Maraetai hydro dam safety zone 
upstream to the rowing zone and within the 
Mangakino Stream;

• from the mouth of Lake Maraetai (where the 
Waikato river enters Lake Maraetai) upstream 
to the Whakamaru hydro dam safety zone, and 
as marked with signs;

and as shown on Map 19.

Within these zones:

a) any person operating a vessel shall give way to 
any swimmer or non-power-driven vessels at 
all times;

b) the use of any vessel for towing is prohibited; 
and

c) in accordance with subclause 2.5.1(g), no 
vessel shall exceed a speed of 5 knots.

1.19.3 Swimming zone

Includes all waters within an area 5 metres south 
of the Mangakino Domain boat ramp zone and 
extending southwards along the shore for 30 
metres and extending away from shore for 30 
metres.

Within this zone all vessels are prohibited. 

1.19.4 Boat ramp zones

Includes all waters within an area 15 metres along 
the shore to the north and 25 metres along the 
shore to the south of the Mangakino Domain boat 
ramp structure and extending out into the water 
for a distance of 30 metres, and as shown on Map 
19.

Within this zone: 

a) it is prohibited to: 

i. cause or permit any vessel to be 
anchored, moored or to be left 
unattended

ii. swim, dive or play; 

iii. use any vessel for towing; 

b) no person shall obstruct any other person 
while that person is using the boat ramp for 
the launching or retrieval of their vessel; and

c) in accordance with subclause 2.5.1(g), no 
vessel shall exceed a speed of 5 knots.

1.19.5 Towing access lane

Includes all waters:

• within an area bounded on the sides by parallel 
lines extending from the shore from points 
demarcated on shore by poles with black and 
orange horizontal bands and extending away 
from the shore for 30 metres, at Sandy Bay;

• abutting the shore of Matekuri Island between 
the points demarcated on shore by poles 
with black and orange horizontal bands and 
extending away from the shore for 30 metres;

and as shown on Map 19.

Within these towing access lanes:

a) no person shall swim, dive or play (this 
excludes any associated activity linked directly 
to towing activities);

b) no person shall commence towing, or 
disembark from water skis or similar objects 
onto the shore, other than in the towing access 
lane identified in this subclause;

c) subclauses 3.3 and 3.4 apply; and

d) the speed provisions in clause 2.5 of this bylaw 
apply and, in accordance with subclause 
2.5.5(a), any vessel may exceed 5 knots within 
30 metres of shore or within 50 metres of any 
structure.
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1.19.6 Rowing zone

Includes all waters within an area from 250 metres 
upstream of the 2000 metre rowing course start 
line (as marked by posts on both sides of the river) 
extending northwest to the 5 knot zone as shown 
on Map 19.

Within this zone:

a) no other vessel operating in this zone shall 
obstruct or impede any rowing boat or rowing 
support vessel; 

b) towing is prohibited when there is any rowing 
boat or support vessel operating within this 
zone; and

c) the speed provisions in clause 2.5 apply.

1.19.7 Slalom course 

Includes the waters within and area from WGS84 
coordinates 38 21 27.848 S 175 47 26.367 E, 38 21 
25.003 S 175 47 28.275 E upstream to 38 21 33.004 
S 175 48 04.202 E, 38 21 33.017 S 175 48 04.862 E, 
as shown on Map 19, and where the sole purpose 
is for boating, water skiing and similar towing 
activities to navigate through or around relatively 
closely spaced buoys.

Within this zone:

a) no person may swim, dive or play within 30 
metres of the slalom course;

b) no other vessel operating in this zone shall 
obstruct or impede any vessel or person 
engaged in towing activities related to the 
slalom course;

c) any vessel using the slalom course shall 
operate as follows:

i. entry to the slalom course on the first 
pass of a turn shall always be from the 
eastern or upstream end of the course;  

ii. initial entry from the downstream end is 
prohibited;

iii. any vessel using the slalom course 
shall traverse the course centre line on 
reciprocal return pathways;

iv. at any one time, apart from the boat 
using the course, the only other boat 
permitted in the course is a safety 
support vessel; and

d) the speed provisions in clause 2.5 apply and, 
in accordance with subclause 2.5.5(b)(ii), any 
vessel may exceed 5 knots within 30 metres of 
shore or within 50 metres of any structure.
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MAP 19 – LAKE MARAETAI 
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1.20 LAKE WHAKAMARU TO ĀTIAMURI  
 HYDRO DAM
Safety warning: Any operator using Lake Whakamaru 
must be aware that the lake levels and flows can change 
without notice and may vary by up to 2.4 metres due to 
hydro operations. When Lake Whakamaru levels are low, 
care must be taken at all times to keep a watch out when 
entering and exiting boat ramps and for semi-submerged 
hazards (especially trees and rocks). 

1.20.1 Hydro dam safety zones

Includes all waters within:

• the area from approximately 500 metres 
upstream of the Whakamaru hydro dam 
structure, and as shown on Map 20; and

• the area 200 metres downstream of the 
Ātiamuri hydro dam structure; 

Within these zones 

a) all vessels are prohibited with the exception 
of any vessel authorised by the dam operators 
and that is being used for maintenance 
purposes; or any vessel authorised by the 
Council;

b) all other water-based activities, including 
jumping, diving or swimming, are prohibited; 
and

c) in accordance with subclause 2.5.1(g), any 
power-driven vessel that is used in accordance 
with subclause 1.20.1(a), above, shall not 
exceed a speed of 5 knots.

1.20.2 5 knot zones 

Includes all the waters from:

• the southern side of the Whakamaru hydro 
dam safety zone continuing upstream to the 
South Waikato District Council reserve boat 
ramp; and

• WGS84 coordinates 38 25 09.093 S 175 54 
42.548 E to 38 25 19.685 S 175 54 54.848 E 
continuing upstream to the Ātiamuri hydro 
dam safety zone;

and as shown on Map 20.

Within these zones:

a) any person operating a power-driven vessel 
shall give way to any swimmer or non-power-
driven vessels at all times;

b) the use of any vessel for towing is prohibited;

c) in accordance with subclause 2.5.1(g), no 
vessel shall exceed a speed of 5 knots.

1.20.3 Swimming zones

Includes all waters within:

• Sandy Bay inshore of a line from each 
headland; and

• an area from the boat ramp zone at the South 
Waikato District Council reserve upstream to 
the towing access lane, and extending from 
shore for 30 metres; 

• an area 5 metres north of the boat ramp zone 
at Whakamaru Water Ski Club, extending along 
the shore for 30 metres and extending out in 
the water for 30 metres;

and as shown on Map 20.

Within these zones all vessels are prohibited.

1.20.4 Boat ramp zones

Includes all waters within an area extending 10 
metres along the shore from either side of the boat 
ramp structure and extending out into the water 
for a distance of 30 metres, at the following boat 
ramps:

• Whakamaru Water Ski Club 

• Dunham Point Reserve 

• Whakamaru Reserve

as shown on Map 20.

Within these zones: 

a) it is prohibited to: 

i. cause or permit any vessel to be 
anchored, moored or to be left 
unattended;

ii. swim, dive or play;

iii. use any vessel for towing;

b) no person shall obstruct any other person 
while that person is using the boat ramp for 
the launching or retrieval of their vessel; and 

c) in accordance with subclause 2.5.1(g), no 
vessel shall exceed a speed of 5 knots.

1.20.5 Towing access lane

Includes all waters within an area bounded on the 
sides by parallel lines extending from the shore 
from points demarcated on shore by poles with 
black and orange horizontal bands and extending 
away from the shore for 30 metres, in the following 
locations:

• Whakamaru Water Ski Club

• Whakamaru Christian Youth Camp

as shown on Map 20.
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Within these zones:

a) no person shall swim, dive or play (this 
excludes any associated activity linked directly 
to towing activities);

b) no person shall commence towing, or 
disembark from water skis or similar objects 
onto the shore, other than in the towing access 
lane identified in this subclause;

c) clauses 3.3 and 3.4 apply; and

d) the speed provisions in clause 2.5 apply and, in 
accordance with subclause 2.5.5(a), any vessel 
may exceed 5 knots within 30 metres of shore 
or within 50 metres of any structure.

1.20.6 Slalom course 

Includes all waters within an approximate area 
of 70 metres by 700 metres on the northern edge 
of Lake Whakamaru as shown on Map 20, where 
the sole purpose is for boating, water skiing and 
similar towing activities to navigate through or 
around relatively closely spaced buoys.

Within this zone:

a) no person may swim, dive or play within 30 
metres of the slalom course;

b) no other vessel operating in this zone shall 
obstruct or impede any vessel or person 
engaged in towing activities related to the 
slalom course;

c) any vessel using the slalom course shall 
operate as follows:

i. entry to the slalom course on the first 
pass of a turn shall always be from the 
eastern or upstream end of the course;  

ii. initial entry from the downstream end is 
prohibited;

iii. any vessel using the slalom course 
shall traverse the course centre line on 
reciprocal return pathways;

iv. at any one time, apart from the boat 
using the course, the only other boat 
permitted in the course is a safety 
support vessel; and

d) the speed provisions in clause 2.5 apply and, 
in accordance with subclause 2.5.5(b)(ii), any 
vessel may exceed 5 knots within 30 metres of 
shore or within 50 metres of any structure.
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 MAP 20.1 LAKE ĀTIAMURI HYDRO DAM
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1.21 LAKE OHAKURI
Safety warning: Any operator using Lake Ohakuri must be 
aware that the lake levels and flows can change without 
notice and may vary by up to 2.4 metres due to hydro 
operations. When lake levels are low, care must be taken 
at all times to keep a watch out when entering and exiting 
boat ramps and for semi-submerged hazards (especially 
trees and rocks). 

1.21.1 Hydro dam safety zones

Includes all waters within the area:

• from 200 metres upstream of the Ohakuri 
hydro dam structure as shown on Map 21; and 

• 200 metres downstream of the Aratiatia hydro 
dam structure. 

Within these zones: 

a) all vessels are prohibited with the exception 
of any vessel authorised by the dam operators 
and that is being used for maintenance 
purposes; or any vessel authorised by the 
Council;

b) all other water-based activities, including 
jumping, diving or swimming, are prohibited; 
and

c) in accordance with subclause 2.5.1(g), any 
power-driven vessel that is used in accordance 
with subclause 1.21.1(a), above, shall not 
exceed a speed of 5 knots.

1.21.2 5 knot zone:

Includes all the waters within: 

• the Whirinaki Arm as demarcated by 5 knot 
buoys and signs

• the Paradise Arm/Hot Water Creek

• following the shore of the Carter Holt Harvey 
Camp, and extending away from shore for 50 
metres

• a 50 metre radius semicircle in front of the 
Rotota Sun Club

• the gorge upstream of Ōrakei Kōrako (from 
WGS84 coordinates 38 30 09.264 S 176 10 
12.601 E to 38 31 01.816 S 176 11 24.961 E)

and as shown on Map 21.

Within these zones:

a) any person operating a power-driven vessel 
shall give way to any swimmer or non-power-
driven vessels at all times;

b) the use of any vessel for towing is prohibited; 
and

c) in accordance with subclause 2.5.1(g), no 
vessel shall exceed a speed of 5 knots 

1.21.3 Towing zone, slalom and jump course

Includes all waters upstream of the Whirinaki 
Valley Road bridge as shown on Map 21.

Within this zone, the purpose of the slalom course 
is for boating, water skiing and similar towing 
activities to navigate through or around relatively 
closely spaced buoys and the purpose of the jump 
course is to provide for water skiing and jumps.

Within this zone:

a) any person engaged in towing shall at all times 
proceed in an anticlockwise direction and 
along the side of the lane or lake that lies on 
the starboard or right-hand side of the towing 
vessel;

b) no person may swim, dive or play within 30 
metres of any slalom or jump course;

c) no other vessel operating in this zone shall 
obstruct or impede any vessel or person 
engaged in towing activities;

d) any vessel using the slalom course shall 
operate as follows:

i. entry to the slalom or jump course on the 
first pass of a turn shall always be from 
the southern-most end of the course; 
initial entry from the opposite end is 
prohibited;

ii. any vessel using the slalom course 
shall traverse the course centre line on 
reciprocal return pathways;

iii. at any one time, apart from the boat 
using the course, the only other boat 
permitted in the course is a safety 
support vessel; and

e) the speed provisions in clause 2.5 apply and, 
in accordance with subclause 2.5.5(b)(ii), any 
vessel may exceed 5 knots within 30 metres of 
shore or within 50 metres of any structure.

1.21.4 Zones for ferry crossing

Includes all waters at Ōrakei Kōrako within an area 
50 metres to the north and 50 metres to the south 
of both the eastern bank jetty and of the western 
bank jetty and each extending 30 metres away 
from the shore, for the purpose of safe berthing 
and disembarking of the ferry, and as shown on 
Map 21.

Within these zones:

a) any person operating a vessel shall give way to 
the ferry at all times;

b) the use of any vessel for towing is prohibited;

c) swimming, diving or playing within these zones 
when a ferry is within the zone is prohibited; 
and

d) in accordance with subclause 2.5.1(g), no 
vessel shall exceed a speed of 5 knots.
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MAP 21 – LAKE OHAKURI
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1.22 SOUTH OF TUTUKAU ROAD BRIDGE  
 TO ARATIATIA HYDRO DAM
1.22.1 Open speed zone

Includes all waters on the Waikato River from 
WGS84 coordinates 38 31 01.816 S 176 11 24.961 
E (south of the Tutukau bridge) upstream to a line 
200 metres downstream of the Aratiatia power 
station. 

a) Within this zone, the speed provisions in clause 
2.5 apply and, in accordance with subclause 
2.5.5(b)(ii), any vessel may exceed 5 knots 
within 30 metres of shore or within 50 metres 
of any structure.

1.22.2 Subclause 1.22.1 does not apply during the time 
period of two weeks prior to the start date of the 
season through to two weeks following the end 
date of the duck hunting season: 

a) The speed provisions in clause 2.5 apply. 

(Note: For the purpose of this clause, the 
commencement date of the duck hunting season is 
declared by notice in the New Zealand Gazette for 
any one year and generally commences on the first 
Saturday in May.)  

1.22.3 Aratiatia hydro dam safety zone

Includes all waters within:

• the area 200m upstream of the Aratiatia dam

• the area 200m downstream of the Aratiatia 
power station.

For clarification, this does not include any waters 
within the natural watercourse known as the 
Aratiatia rapids from the base of the Aratiatia 
dam to the confluence below the Aratiatia power 
station.

Within these zones:

a) all vessels are prohibited with the exception 
of any vessel authorised by the dam operators 
and that is being used for maintenance 
purposes; or any vessel authorised by the 
Council;

b) all other water-based activities, including 
jumping, diving or swimming, are prohibited; 
and

c) in accordance with subclause 2.5.1(g), any 
power-driven vessel that is used in accordance 
with subclause 1.22.3(a), above, shall not 
exceed a speed of 5 knots.
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MAP 22 – ARATIATIA HYDRO DAM
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Waikato lakes 

1.23 LAKE PUKETIRINI
1.23.1 Prohibited personal water craft zone

Within Lake Puketirini:

i. the use of a personal water craft is 
prohibited; and 

ii. the speed provisions in clause 2.5 apply.

1.23.2 5 knot zone

Includes all waters in the western end of the lake 
from a line at WGS84 coordinates 37 34 02.041 S 
175 08 06.213 E to 37 34 15.354 S 175 08 23.468 E 
and as shown on Map 22.

Within this zone: 

a) any person operating a power-driven vessel 
shall give way to any swimmer or non-power-
driven vessels at all times;

b) the use of any vessel for towing is prohibited; 
and

c) in accordance with subclause 2.5.1(g) no vessel 
shall exceed a speed of 5 knots. 

1.23.3 Swimming zone

Includes all waters within an area 70 metres by 160 
metres located in the northern-most corner of the 
lake as shown on Map 22. 

Within this zone all vessels are prohibited.

1.23.4 Diving

Within this lake:

a) any diver operating from the shore shall erect 
a flag A of the International Code of Signals 
(diver’s flag) at the point of entry to the lake;

b) clause 3.6 applies, except that the 200 metres 
distance has been amended to 50 metres;

c) the speed provisions of clause 2.5 apply, 
with the exception of 2.5.1(e) which has been 
replaced by subclause 1.23.4(d), below;

d) no skipper shall, without reasonable excuse, 
operate a vessel at a speed exceeding 5 knots 
within 50 metres of any vessel or raft that 
is flying flag A of the International Code of 
Signals (divers flag). 
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MAP 22 – LAKE PUKETERINI
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1.24 LAKE KAINUI (LAKE D)
1.24.1 Prohibited personal water craft zone

Within this lake: 

i. the use of personal water craft is 
prohibited; and 

ii. the speed provisions in clause 2.5 apply. 

1.25 LAKES ROTOKAURI, ROTOROA,  
 HAKANOA AND NGĀROTO
1.25.1 Prohibited power-driven vessels zones

Includes all waters in the following lakes:

• Rotokauri

• Hakanoa

• Ngāroto

• Rotoroa.

Within these zones: 

a) all power-driven vessels are prohibited, with 
the exception of:

i. any vessel used by a harbourmaster or 
an enforcement officer while undertaking 
duties to implement this bylaw;

ii. any support vessel;

iii. any yacht using an auxiliary motor 

iv. any emergency response vessel or police 
vessel;

v. any vessel operated or approved by 
the Council or the territorial authority 
to undertake lake inspections or 
maintenance of facilities;

vi. any model-sized vessel; and

vii. on Lake Ngāroto only, any vessel 
associated with erecting and 

viii. using maimai two weeks prior to the 
commencement date of the duck hunting 
season to two weeks following the end 
date of the duck hunting season; and

b) in accordance with subclause 2.5.1(g), any 
power-driven vessel that is used in accordance 
with subclause 1.25.1(a), above, shall not 
exceed a speed of 5 knots.

(Note: for the purpose of this clause, the 
commencement date of the duck hunting season is 
declared by notice in the New Zealand Gazette for 
any one year and generally commences on the first 
Saturday in May.)
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Waihou River 

1.26 WAIHOU RIVER
1.26.1 Open speed zone

Includes all waters from the upstream side of the 
State Highway 25 bridge at Kopu upstream to the 
downstream side of the State Highway 29 bridge 
near Te Poi, but excludes all streams or tributaries 
entering the Waihou River. 

Within this zone, the speed provisions in clause 
2.5 apply and, in accordance with subclause 
2.5.5(b)(ii), any vessel may exceed 5 knots within 
30 metres of shore or within 50 metres of any 
structure.

Waipā River 

1.27 WAIPĀ RIVER
1.27.1 Open speed zone

Includes all waters from the confluence of the 
Maroheno Stream with the Waipā River, upstream 
to Pirongia, but excludes all streams or tributaries 
entering the Waipā River. 

Within this zone, the speed provisions in clause 
2.5 apply and, in accordance with subclause 
2.5.5(b)(ii), any vessel may exceed 5 knots within 
30 metres of shore or within 50 metres of any 
structure.
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